FALL OF THE MOORISH CIVILIZATION                 233
fortified and the shores watched with vigilance. But
the resolution of the rebels did not wane ; they assem-
bled secretly in the suburb of Granada and elected a
brave and courageous chief, Muhammad ibn Abi
Omayya, who was baptised by the name of Ferdinand'
di Vallor. They then went to Alpuxurras and there
they raised the standard of revolt; the inhabitants of
the surrounding country hurried to their support and
at first dispersed the government troops, stormed the
churches and monasteries and killed the priests and
officials. The revolt developed rapidly and lasted for
a time, when the government sent large forces to
Alpuxurras which surrounded it and penetrated into
the posts of the rebels after severe combats (1569
A.D.). The rebels took refuge in the mountains and
were joined by small reinforcements which came from
Africa and succeeded in landing in Spain notwith-
standing every vigilance. Combats of equal success
raged for a time between Christians and Moriscoes. At
last the government of Philip II was forced to send
from Seville a large army led by the famous Don Juan
Albaycin hastened to offer its submission but the
rebels decided to fight to the end.
In the meantime Muhammad ibn Abi Omayya or
Ferdinand di Vallor was treacherously killed by some
of his friends for alleged treason. The rebels elected
another chief, Maulai Abdulla and the war continued
during the whole winter with equal success for both
sides. When Don Juan saw the desperate bravery of
the rebels and the difficulty of his mission he resorted
to negotiation and issued a general amnesty, promis-
ing to grant good conditions to the Moriscoes and
threatening to suppress the rebels without mercy.
Those whom the struggle had exhausted preferred to
submit but those who knew the treachery of the Cas-
tillians refused and many migrated with their families
to Africa fearing defeat and revenge. Maulai Abdulla
was obliged to surrender but only for a while. No
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